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Syllabus

Advanced Biology is a UC/CSU college preparatory Life Science laboratory course for juniors and seniors. The course builds on some of the biology concepts introduced in Integrated Science – diffusion and osmosis, biological evolution, Mendelian genetics, the Central Dogma of molecular biology, cell reproduction, and the molecules and reactions of metabolism. Additionally, new concepts are introduced, including systematics, population genetics, vascular plant form & function, bioethics, and biotechnology tools and applications. 
Text:   


   Biology:   Concepts & Connection, 5th Ed. Campbell, et al, 

Prerequisites:    
   Successful completion of Integrated Science A/B and C/D; Algebra

Required Materials:   
   Composition notebook, scientific calculator, highlighter, glue stick

Communication

I am on campus daily, with prep (no class) periods 3 and 8. I am usually available in the classroom before school, at break and after school. I post the daily agenda, handouts and other information on my page on the WHS website. Grade calculations and class-wide email are facilitated with Snapgrades; please provide a current email, with your name in the address, for this purpose. 

Room: L107

Phone: 837-7767 ext 2149

Email: mfenton@wusd.org

Webpage: www.windsorhs.com

Grades: www.snapgrades.net 

The Rule

The class rule is the same as in all aspects of civilized life – respect.  Be respectful to the   teacher and classmates, the room and materials within, and our shared purpose - to do and learn science.

Routines & Grades

• Class will start promptly. Students late to school will need a pass from attendance. As you enter, read the agenda, pick up any handouts, and turn in required work. Work missed due to absence is due upon your return to class. 

• Students are expected to fully participate in the class and participation is factored into grades. Student understanding will be assessed via lab work, assignments, quizzes, unit exams and the occasional project. All will factor into the semester grade. 

• Tardies and absences result in missed lab work and negatively affect the lab grade. 

• Grades are updated every other week or so, and are posted online via Snapgrades. Review graded assignments, revise where allowed, and check against the spreadsheet for accuracy.  Student work is posted as points and converted to a percent scale. 

• Collaboration is expected in lab and allowed when working on assignments. However final products must, without exception, be written individually.  Wording that is alike will be construed as copied. Using exams, papers, and lab notebooks from other Advanced Biology students or classes is considered cheating and therefore not allowed. Plagiarized work will not be given credit. Be honest; be ethical. 

 

On Labs

• Lab work will be both descriptive (i.e. identifying plant structures) and experimental (i.e. determining osmosis rates). Lab exercises will usually correspond with the assigned unit readings and class notes. Lab is an important part of each class and so is the most significant factor in grades.

• All lab work will be recorded chronologically in a dedicated lab notebook. Composition books are required for the lab notebook. A separate handout will outline the elements to include for each lab. 
• Periodically, labs will be written up as a scientific research report and turned in for assessment.

• Expect lab to be straightforward, frustrating, clarifying, obtuse, successful, disappointing, engaging, tedious, and everything in between. 


