Using S.O.A.P.S. to analyze a document

S.O.A.P.S. is an approach for the analysis of a written document. It’s useful for understanding and analyzing primary source documents, speeches, short stories, newspaper articles, and essays. It is helpful in focusing reading, increasing understanding, and enhancing discussion. Most importantly, SOAPS allows to students to articulate their opinions and interpretations of the text as each component is supported with evidence from the text. 

As you address each of the following, be sure to support your analysis with evidence from the text. 

Speaker

Are they knowledgeable and credible? What tone does the speaker take (emotional, objective, solemn, humorous, etc)? Does the writer take a position on the topic?

Occasion

What is the time and place of the piece?  What prompted the writing and publication of this essay/book? 

Audience

Who is the intended audience? What assumptions can you make about the audience? In what ways does the author appeal to the logic, intelligence,  and/or emotion of the audience? 

Purpose

What is the reason behind the text? Is the purpose to inform, to persuade, to propose..? Is the address logical or emotional? In what ways does the author convey this? How is the document supposed to make you feel? 

Subject

What is the subject of the document - the general topic, content, and ideas contained in the text? 

