PPT Project: The Sixth Extinction

AP Biology
Biologists are in agreement that Earth is in the midst of a biodiversity decline on the scale of the five mass extinctions of the geological past. Myriad reasons contribute to this loss of species: over-exploitation, introduced species, loss of genetic variation, food web disruption, and loss of habitat. Although extinction has always been part of the evolutionary process, two factors make this event unique. One, the rate of species loss today is occurring very quickly, measureable in just decades; past extinctions of a similar scale took a minimum of 100,000 years. The second distinction is cause: the loss of biodiversity is not attributed to an abiotic factor such as an asteroid, or a shift in the lithospheric plates, but instead is biotic in origin, reflecting the impact of the human population on Earth. 

The U.S. Endangered Species Act of 1973 prohibits harming a listed species and sets in motion the development and implementation of a recovery plan. Many species are listed, but few are successfully restored. For this project, you will research, create, and share a presentation on a North American species either at risk of extinction, or one that has successfully been recovered. 
http://www.actionbioscience.org/evolution/eldredge2.html
Presentation Elements
• Scientific name, common name(s) and the complete taxonomic classification of the organism.
• Some aspect of species phylogeny, explained
• Current and historic geographic range; current and historic population size

• Reasons that contribute to the population decline, both extrinsic  (from outside     

  forces) and intrinsic (the nature of the organism)

• Status and recovery plan highlights
Design Considerations 

• Choose your format: slide show, web page, infographic, Prezi, etc
• Integrate pictures and graphics with succinct, original text explanations
Cite your sources 
• Url’s on images, graphics
 
• MLA formatted Works Cited page for research content
• Webpage presentation can use text hyperlinks to source pages 
Getting Started: 
Species lists: 
 http://www.earthsendangered.com/continent.asp?gr=&view=&ID=9


 http://www.fws.gov/endangered/species/us-species.html


http://www.arkive.org/explore?q=endangered%20species%20day
Peregrine Falcon (eastern US)

Grey Wolf (Yellowstone ecosystem)
Texas Blind Salamander

California Condor

Cactus Hedgehog

Hawksbill Sea Turtle

Florida Panther

Hawaiian Monk Seal

West Indian Manatee

American Alligator

Gulf Sturgeon

Aleutian Canada Goose

Grizzly Bear

Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid

Virginia Big Eared Bat

Scrub Mint

Walker’s Manioc

Black-footed Ferret

Heller’s Blazing Star

Tooth Cave Spider

American Bison

Northern Spotted Owl

Oahu Tree Snail

Dwarf Wedge Mussel

